
Black Grouse
Lekking trip

Ulveholtet, near Halden



We built shelters using many tall slender cut trees. 
We learned to tie different knots and discussed how best to secure the camp. We used dry grass

to cover the front and left a small gap for us to watch through. 

We secured our telescopes in the evening to be able to easily access them during the night. 
We had actually chosen a very wet area to place our shelter and the ground was quite soggy.

Building our Shelter



Cooked Dinner
We worked in our nature place

groups to prepare a cooked

dinner. 

Lena, Lea and I cooked a vegan

curry with veggies, chickpeas,

mushrooms, tomato, and coconut

milk :P



The Black Grouse is a beautiful and rare species of gamebird. Males are often called Blackcocks,
and the females are called Greyhens.  

Males will have black feathers mixed with red and white colors on their wings and wattle. and are
known for their lyre-shaped tails. 

Black Grouse

Female feather Male lyre-shaped tail feather"Double" feather and
afterfeather



Male grouses can produce white droppings during
lekking period due to high level of hormones

 

Grouses eat the pollen from plants like the one below
which causes their faeces to be golden yellow.

Droppings



Lekking



Lekking



We learned that it is very dangerous to look directly at the sun through the telescope. We
quickly understood how much light energy is being concentrated through the lens by testing
its heat on our skin. Some people could hold their skin to the concentrated light for longer

than others. 

Using a telescope



We observed little black dots on the moon's surface
when we reflected its image onto a white surface

 

Some people downloaded apps to be able to
determine the locations of planets and stars

Stellar vision



While we were trying out the telescopes, a capercaillie landed right above our camp and
was cooing in the tree. He stayed there for about one hour and did not show signs of fear of

agression. Rune believed that he felt very confident to do this due to the high levels of
hormones present during the lekking period.

Using the telescope
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Myredderkopp
 

Raft spider
 

Dolomedes fimbriatus


