Spring awakening

This year spring arrived quite late in Norway. Walking through the forest, we saw a lot of changes in
the landscape. The first thing that popped into our eyes were the endless amount of spring flowers.
They grow all over the forests ground like a carpet.

One of the first flowers that appear, due to more light in the woods, is the “Anemone nemorosa” in
Austria called “Buschwindrdschen”. It is clearly one of my favorite flowers!

ANEMONE NEMOROSA

The next flower we found was not as numerous as the “Anemone nemorosa”. It was the “Viola” in
Austria called “Veilchen” — a tiny beautiful blue flower. They seem to hide between other flowers rather
than creating a carpet of flowers.

VIOLA
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Spring awakening

As | walked down the path to the coastline, | tried to keep my eyes open and then | found another
small blue flower. It was the “Gentiana”, in Austria called “Enziane”.

GENTIANA

The last flower we found was bright yellow. It is called “Ficaria verna”, in Austria called
“Scharbockskraut”.

FICARIA VERNA

All the flowers can finally bloom as the sun can reach down to the ground. Everytime worth taking a
walk and admiring the variety of colors, shapes, and smells.
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Spring awakening

Not only flowers dominate the springtime, also different bushes and of course the trees. Right next to
the path were growing a lot of “Blackberry bushes”, in Austrian “Brombeerstraucher”.

Bramble bushes have long, thorny, arching shoots
and root easily. They send up long, arching canes
that typically do not flower or set fruit until the -
second year of growth; some varieties, known as
everbearing or primocane bearing produce fruit
on the tips of first-year canes. Brambles usually -
have trifoliate or palmately-compound leaves.

Bramble fruits are aggregate fruits. Each small unit
is called a drupelet. In some, such as the
blackberry, the flower receptacle is elongated and
part of the ripe fruit, making the blackberry an
aggregate-accessory fruit.

The trees that dominated the forest were the beech, the birch, and the pine. Also, some young maple
trees were scattered all over the forest.
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Spring awakening

When | looked up at the trees, | saw something weird
growing out of a tree. It almost looked like a tumor and
clearly was not good for the tree. This weird thing that is
growing out of the tree is caused when the tree was not
pruned correctly. Pruning is an important part of tree care
that is performed for aesthetic and plant health reasons.
For those that are unaware, pruning is the removal of
living, dead and dying parts of the trees to benefit the
tree's well-being. You should prune a tree to remove
damaged or diseased branches which will stress the plant.

But in this area, it is not allowed to prune, damage, or cut
trees. This is because the forest is protected by law. It is
an offence to prune, fell or otherwise damage a tree
without first giving notice to the Council.

Sadly, we saw another not so pretty phenomenon observing
some trees. They were dying because they got infected by a
fungus which blocks the trees water system. The branches all
wilt and then die. It is also called “EIm Disease”.

And finally, we made some furry friends. Every year in spring
the lambs are born and jump happy around on the fields.
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